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1. IEP Support Model in DSFM: 
a. The school psychologists in DSFM are playing a greater role in 

supporting students with intellectual disabilities who have IEPs 
for individualized programming. 

b. They use a standardized method for gathering data during direct 
observations and for producing formal consult notes. 

c. They have quarterly meetings to review the outcomes of IEPs. 
d. They create resources (e.g., social stories, visuals, etc.) that are 

linked to goals.  They use CANVA for graphics and AI to help with 
summaries. 

e. Daily Plans – School psychologists help create daily plans for 
EAs, which summarize short-term objectives in the IEPs (not 
available to EAs) and give them a better idea of what they must 
do.  These also facilitate data tracking.  The school psychologists 
do reliability checks to see if prompts and recording are done 
properly.  They also look at the data sheets weekly to see if 
objectives have been met or not.  They also help EAs understand 
how to fade out prompts over time to promote independence. 

f. IEP Goal Selection – IEP meetings used to be too long.  To 
combat this, they created a developmental milestones continuum 
in diƯerent categories to speed up the production of new goals.  
The continuum is based on researched goals from the Brigance 
and ABLES (Abilities Based Learning and Education Support) life 
skills assessment tools.  In addition, Day Programs in Winnipeg 
were assessed to see what outcomes they should teach in school 
to better prepare the students for life after graduation.  The school 
psychologists have worked on this continuum for the last 2 years 



and plan to finalize it this year so they can transfer it to case 
managers in the schools.  On the continuum, they can color-code 
the degree of progress students are making. 

g. Formal Consultation Notes – The school psychologists showed 
what their formal consultation notes look like.  They write them 
collaboratively then share them in the school folder in One Drive.  
Parents can see them using the Parent Portal, whereas teachers 
can see them on PowerSchool.  Favorable comments were made 
by meeting attendants about the daily plans and consult notes. 

2. Ados en Réseau: 
a. A social leisure group for senior high school students who have 

diƯiculty getting socially involved. 
b. They have 4 gatherings per year, and students come from diƯerent 

areas of MB. 
c. Students work on social/interpersonal goals from their IEPs. 
d. Activities have included things such as a zoo trip, RCC cooking 

class, curling, bowling, attending a Moose game, nail polish for 
girls, etc. 

e. OTs help with students in wheelchairs and SLPs help with 
augmented communication (e.g., Proloquo2go communication 
boards). 

f. Parents are welcome to come.  Psychs cover EA breaks.  They take 
photos of the activities and at the end of the year, provide a 
yearbook to parents of the events.  This is great PR! 

3. Update on the Interlake RTI Structured Literacy Model (Melissa 
Kushnir): 

a. It took four years to put the program together. 
b. Teachers have put the suggestions into practice and data shows 

significant improvements in reading.   
c. Melissa uses the DIBELS 8th Ed. and the online mCLASS DIBELS 

8th Ed. as part of the ongoing assessments.  The mCLASS provides 
impressive reports that clearly show progress in tables.   

d. Highlights from 2024/2025:  
i. Beginning of Yr. – 65.27% at Gr. Level 

ii. End of Yr. – 73.45% at Gr. Level. 



iii. Moreover, 10.56% more students reached grade level in 
2025 compared to the end of year in 2024. 

iv. Indigenous Students – 8.84% more reached grade level in 
the spring of 2025 as compared to the spring of 2024. 

v. Kindergarten students – 36.24% more reached grade level in 
the spring of 2025 compared to the spring of 2024. 

vi. 100 students (7% of all Ss) progressed from far below grade 
level to above grade level. 

vii. In the fall of 2022, 52.78% of students were at grade level, 
but in the spring of 2025, 73.45% were at grade level. 

viii. Melissa said that they are 8.55% away from their goal of 
82% at grade level by 2028. 

ix. They encourage parents to work at letter names and sounds 
with their children before they start kindergarten. 

x. She noticed that as the students get older, the gains shrink. 
xi. Melissa said that they incorporate Anita Acher’s 

“Archerisms” into their direct instruction (e.g., teach the 
stuƯ and cut the fluƯ; I do it, we do it, you do it; walk 
around, look around, talk around; if you expect it, pre-
correct it, teach with passion, manage with compassion, 
etc.).  Keeping all engaged is vital, so they use Show Me 
Boards, Turn & Talks, Cold Calls, etc., as well as least 
restrictive interventions. 

e. Maxine Mutcher, who recently completed OG training, mentioned 
some reading resources that others may want to explore.  The 
Florida Center for Reading Research has free FCRR Student 
Center Activities that can be downloaded and are very good.  
Check this out at https://fcrr.org/student-center-activities.  In 
addition, the Reading Rockets 101 website has great course 
modules that are free for teachers to learn about the science of 
reading, along with practical strategies they can employ for young 
students.  They also have information for teachers about how to 
implement reading interventions for K-3 students who struggle.   
Find this website at: https://www.readingrockets.org/helping-all--
readers/looking-reading-interventions 



4. Criterion A for “M” designated courses: 
a. DSFM wanted more black/white clarification on classification 
b. How do they deal with students who fall within the grey zone (e.g., 

students with ASD, DLD, dyscalculia, severe co-morbid learning 
disorders, Low Borderline IQ with moderate cognitive limitations, 
language disorders, dyslexia).  Can teachers modify their 
curricula? 

c. In Borderline SD, they look at the minimum outcomes needed to 
pass, and they put them in Recovery Classes.  If they need more 
time to finish senior high school, there is a Regional Adult High 
School Ed. Centre.  Students can also earn extra credits through 
individual courses and volunteering. 

d. David Cormack said that they create self-directed learning 
modules for students with autism so they can work at their own 
pace.  This helps to keep them engaged in school. 

e. The grade 9 math curriculum crushes many students.  One 
division is using a provisional modification status for students 
who greatly struggle in grade 9 math.  If they then can handle the 
Essentials math in grade 10, the modified designation is dropped. 

f. Chris Franz mentioned the MILE (Math Interactive Learning 
Experiences) program, which can be helpful for those who 
struggle with math.  MILE is a collection of teaching tools and 
resources that provide interactive, engaging, and adaptable 
education for learners of all ages and neurodevelopmental 
diversities.  Find it at https://www.mileprogram.ca/.  

5. Physically Aggressive Students: 
a. For students who exhibit chronic physical aggression in school, 

they often reduce their school days to reduce stress.  They may 
also do some educational activities outside of school.  For 
example, senior high school students may do some outdoor 
education.  For parents who are reluctant to provide needed 
medication for students with ADHD or ASD, etc., sending the 
student home and disrupting the parent’s ability to work may have 
them reconsider what is best for all. 



b. One division tells parents that if their son or daughter is 
aggressive at school, they must refer them to clinical services and 
their behavior analyst for interventions. 

6. ASD Assessment: 
a. It was a consensus that the MIGDAS-2 may be more accurate 

than the ADOS-2 at diagnosing higher functioning students with 
autism or girls with ASD who are able to mask symptoms.  The 
MIGDAS-2 training is 4 hours long, at a cost of $250.00.  Others 
have found the ASQ (Ages & Stages Questionnaire) and SRS-2 
(Social Responsiveness Scale) to be helpful in assessing ASD. 

7. School Psych Website Additions: 
a. Ron TeƯaine updated the regional school psych website by adding 

a Statistical Tools tab.  Under this, you can find 3 tools:  
i. An exact age calculator to compute a chronological age in 

years, months, and days.  
ii. A normative score conversion tool for standard scores, 

scaled scores, T-scores, percentile ranks, and stanines.  
iii. An IQ to age/grade equivalent graphic tool that provides a 

normative IQ projection of relative processing power into 
the future.  The graph can be printed oƯ as a handout or 
copied and put into a report. 

b. Under the Resources tab, you can find a long list of webinars, 
many of which are free, which can be useful for showing at future 
regional school psychologist meetings.  There are many topics of 
interest to school psychologists. 

8. Upcoming Meetings: 
a. Chris Franz volunteered to host the next regional school 

psychologists meeting in January 2026. 
b. The Hanover SD school psychologists have scheduled April 23, 

2026 for the spring regional meeting. 

 


